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Subject: Houso

ring: U.5. Policy Tovard Grenada

Yesterday afternoon the Subcamittee on Inter-Anericsn Affairs held a hearing
on "U.5. Policy Towsrd Grenada, called at the request of the Hlack Cacus. Ray-
burn Room 2200 has seating for about 60, Around 80 sttended, inclycing a hign per-
ceitage of Hlacks, sone of whoa ¥ere fron Grenada, Tn adéition 1o Mike Bernes, Mem
bers attending vers Cong. Gilman (R.-N.Y.), Cong. Mica (D.-Fla.), Uong. Dymally (.-
Cal.) and Cong. Grockstt (D.-Mich.

e heartng lasted over two hows. The opening
statenenus of a1l witnesses,ith the exception of Cong. Croskett, are attached and
rarked portions are recormended for resding. A very bricf report follovs.

Barnes said he did not know whst our policy tosard Grenda snould be but spparent-
2y ve currently have no policy whatever. Dymsily, who was born n Trinidsd, clained
that the Departnent pretends Grenada doos not extst and that vo are sttempting to pre-
vent. the bullding of s new atrport there, Bit ve Faintaln very close relations with
South Africa. Crockett,who 1s Hlack, s3id that since there vas no vitness from Grensda
ho had reguested the THO's 045 Ambassador, Dostns Villtame, vo give hix her views. He
then read her statenent, which corplained of the Heagan idministration's deternined hos
t14%y. She satd both Porcy and Zablockt were betng invited to Grenada. Cong. Dellums
(Duxas.) 430 ot attend but sbnitted bestimony strongly

cicas of our poticy.
Steve Boevorth contrastad Grenadats racord with <hat of the other Eastern Caribe
besn countries, aLL of vhich enfoy demosrati govermments, respect for huan righue,
st Homorth revieued the demmetis snd foredgn policies of the e devel Yorment

en cited tho Depertrens's fman Rights Seport. Ho deseribed our relations with the

VG a5 seriousiy strsined snd nentioned both Prine Minister Bchop's description of



Beagan a8 @ Maseisst and his reference to estninster style demwracy ss deads
Sarmes ssked vhy 14 would not, be desirable to talk with the FRO. Basworth responded
that ve do talk; ve raintatn eiplomatic relations and ve have contact at the GAS. The
Problen i nov lack of commnication.

Croskets satd he had visited Orensda in 1966 and sgatn Uhte yesr,and had moticed
Tast, improvesent., Dynally questioned whether ve vould pursue the saze tactics wiuh
Grenada £ the latter's ciuizens were white, Barnes asked whether ¥e should not cone
sider aid to the private sector, Bosworth agreed that vas 4 poseibility,

Stliy Sheston saia the Yew Jeved Novement, cane %o pover with great expectations,
scmo of vhich had boen fulfilled and sone not. The appostudon has been coereed fnt
edlence, The Govermnens, has declined to hald elections. The country sppeats %o hive
became a ane-party state, But there has been sigiricant inprovenant in the sduinis
tration of goverinent and in cleaning aut of corruptien. The PR seens corrt thed to
Soctal and econemic refom, Relations have deteriorated since Yarch 1979,and both
sices sre %o Wlane. The USG wants §ood relatdons bus considors that impossisle now,
ratnly becauce of Grensda’s close tlos with Cuus, the FRO's virulent anti-U.S. Photors
4e, and Grensdats OAS and N perforrance. Silly resarked she suspects humn rights
Tiolations n Grenada do not trotble this Aaministrsticn 3s mich 2 the previous ons,

stnce we currently gloss over husen rights abusds in rgentina, B Saivador and Guste-
Rala. She rejected as ubter nonsense FRC charges of offoria to destabilize the latter
curtng the Garter Adinistration, Biu she doscribed our prosent sttamts to lsslate
Grenada as short-sighued, petulant 2na tesed an erronecus assumptions. She recomrenced
that ve exchange Arbassadors, conduct &g level discuseions, refrain fron prowocative

Rlitory mancuvers, snd tenperorily provide scencedo 31, Tf thers s mo usan righie

snprovenen, the USG could resssess its assistance,



Radail Rabinson of Transifrica (s black Frerican foreign polley oty for
Africa and the Caritbeant ) suprorted the Hew Jevel Hovesent. Ho descrived the
Parish Comoils in Orenads 32 evidence of participatory denocracy. Aobinson olsine
o the Reagan Adnintstration has been wagtaz Wil fledged econontc varare,wbile
enutiing 7RO efforbs to open & dislogue, Rether than rying dostrinaire Soviet-style
Marxisn the dsland 1o building open and denocratic stractures by trial and error.

During the brief question period Gilnan brought ous some Gifferences botween the
iows of Shelton ane Rabinson.

Aftar the hesring T chatted briefly with Selly. She vas Surprised o learm that
B i extets
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